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Introduction

Thiscoding standarddefineshow thecodein eZpublishshouldbeformatted.Thecodein eZpublish must
follow this standardto ensure a coherentlooking codebase.

To easiercomply with thiscoding standardwerecommendusingemacswith ourconfigurationfiles which
handlesproper indentingandothernicefeatures.Youcangetit from: http://developer.ez.no/filemanager/list/31/
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Files

All files useslower case. PHPfiles arenamed.php, SQL dump files arenamed.sql, templatefiles are
named.tpl andlanguage/settingfiles arenamed.ini.

2.1 Headers

All files should

4



PHP

3.1 Indenting

Indenting is 4 characters,realtabcharactersshouldnotbeused.Spacesareusedfor indenting.

3.2 Placement of brackets

Startandendbracketsshouldbeplacedon thesamecolumn.

Examples:

multiply( $x, $y )
{

// function body
}
if ( x == y )
{
..

}
else if ( x > y )
{

..
}
else
{

..
}
class foo
{

function foo( )
{

..
}

}

3.3 Parenthesis, brackets and comma

It shouldalwaysbea spaceaftera startparenthesisandonespacebefore anendparenthesis.Onespaceis
placedafterevery comma.Squarebrackets[] shouldnot have spaceafterthestartbracket andbefore the
endbracket. It shouldbea spacebetweeneachtype.
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Empty lines shouldbeusedto group variables andcodelines which have a connection. Variablenames
which is groupedshould beindentedto thesamelevel.

Empty lines should not only appearempty, but they shouldalsobe empty, all tab andspacecharacters
shouldberemoved.

Usemoreparenthesisthannecessaryif you’renotsureon thesequencetheexpressionis executed.

3.4 If and while statements

Nestedif statementsshouldalwaysuse{}. If you have a lot of if, elsestatementstheseshouldprobably
be replacedwith casestatements,or it shouldbe redesignto useobject orientedmethods. If andwhile
statementsshouldbeconstructedof logic statements,noassignment or changing of datashouldoccur.

3.5 Naming

All namesshouldbeEnglishandgrammatically correct.Nameslike “foo” and“tmp” shouldbeavoided
sincethey donotdescribeanything. Namesshouldnotcontainnumbers,numbersshouldbedescribedwith
lettersunlessthereis agoodreasonfor it.

Example:

$ValueOne

Functionnamescanbeconstructedby severalwords,all wordsshouldhavelowercaseunlessthefirst letter
which should bea capitalletter. Exception for this is thefirst letterwhichalwaysshouldbein lowercase.
If thefirst letteris partof anabbreviation thewholeabbreviationshouldbein lowercase.

Example:

setText(..);
id();
setID();
getTheValuesForThis();

Constantsshouldbeconstructedby only capitalletters,_ shouldbeusedto separatewords.

Example:

define( "MY_CONSTANT", 42 );

Membervariablescanbeconstructedof severalwords,everywordis spelledin lowercasewith capitalfirst
letter. It shouldnotbetoomany words,1-3is normal,they canbeabbreviatedaslongasit’sunderstandable.

Example:

$Len;
$X, $Y;
$FirstName

Localvariablescanalsoconsistof severalwordswith lowercase,thefirst characteris acapitalletterexcept
thefirst word. Thenumber of words shouldbeasfew aspossibleandthewordscanbeabbreviated.

$index, $x, $y, i;
$xAdd;
$firstName, $lastName;
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Parameters arenameslike localvariables.

Classnamescanconsistof severalwords,every wordshould bein lowercasewith thefirst letterin capital.
All classnamesshouldbegin with eZ.

Example:

eZUser
eZArticleGenerator

Globalvariablesarenotused,placethemin aclassandmake themstatic.

3.5.1 Template naming

eZ publish usestemplatesto definetheXHTML which will bepresentedasa webpage. Theesetemplates
containvariables.Therearetwo typesof variables,POSTvariablesandtemplatevariables.

Thesyntaxfor templatevariablesareasfollows:

{value_one}
{first_name}
{long_variable_with_good_description}
{category_id}

POSTvariables shouldhave the following syntax(sincethey will beglobalvariables in thephpreceiver
script):

FirstName
ValueOne
CategoryID
LongVariable

3.6 Functions

All functionsshould beplacedin classesunlessthereis a good reasonnot to.

Functions shouldbe shortanddo onething. The lengthof a function dependson the complexity of the
function, themorecomplex thefunction is theshortershould thefunction be. If it getstoo complex then
dividethefunctionup into helper functions.

Thenumberof local variables in a function shouldnot belarger than7, 7 is a known limit to thenumber
of thingspeople cancontrol atonetime. Split up thefunction if it getstoo large.

Defaultparametersshouldbeusedwith care.

You should let theparameterline go over several lineswith groupingof thesimilar parameters,if it gets
long.

3.7 Classes

Classesshouldhave oneresponsibility. All membervariablesareprivate 1. Help functions shouldalsobe
private2. Functions whichdoesnotaccessmembervariablesshouldbestatic3.

1SincePHPdoesnot have private variables it is up to theprogrammerto follow theserules.
2PHPdoesnot allow privatememberfunctions,but this shouldbecommentedin thefunction header with the\privatetag.
3PHPdoesnot differentiatebetween static andnonstaticfunctionssothis shouldbecommented in the function header with the

\static tag.A static function doesn’t usethe$thisvariable.
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3.8 Commenting

Thecomments usedshouldbewritten to comply with thesyntaxof theeZ phpdoc tool. This tool is used
to generateclassreferencedocumentationwhich is availableathttp://doc.ez.no.

//!! Module Name
//! A brief description of the class
/*!
This is a more complete description of the class.
Here is an code example:
\code
$myObj = new MyClass();
\endcode
See also theese classes:
\sa eZUser, eZArticle

*/
/*!TODO
First thing to do.
Second thing to do.
Yet, another thing to do.

*/
class MyClass
{

/*!
This is the contructor of MyClass. It handles....

*/
function MyClass()
{

...
}
/*!
\private
This is a private helper function.

*/
function doSomething()
{

...
}
/// This is a variable description.
var MyVar;

}
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SQL

4.1 Syntax

SQL commandsarewritten in all capitalletters.

SELECT * FROM Person
WHERE ID=’$personID’
HAVING Age>’42’
LIMIT 0,20;

4.2 Tables

Tablenamesshould bein English.Thenamesshould begrammatically correct. Tablenameswith several
wordsshould beseparatedwith capitalletters.Thetablesshould beprefixedwith themodule name,e.g.
eZUser.

Example:

eZUser_User
eZArticle_Category
eZTrade_ProductCategoryLink

Row namesshouldbenamedwith capitalfirst lettersfor eachword.

Example:

eZUser_User
{
ID int,
FirstName char,
LastName char,
Login char

}
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HTML / XHTML

All HTML should bewrittenin XHTML 1.0(or higher). It shouldalsobewrittenwith nobrowserspecific
tags,this is to ensurethattheapplicationworksin asmany browsersaspossible.Java/Ecmascriptshould
beavoided.Framesis not recommended,eZpublishis designed to work without frames.

Reasonsfor notusingframesare:

� Hardto bookmark

� Hardto print

� Doesnotwork correctlyin all browsers

5.1 Syntax

HTML codeshouldbewritten in lowercase.
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